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1. Election of Chair

Mr. Jørgen Abild Andersen, Director General of the National IT and Telecom Agency (Denmark) was elected Chairman of RSPG, succeeding to Mr. Fabio Colasanti, Director General of DG INFSO (Commission) who held this position until the election. Mr. Mike Goddard, Director of Spectrum and International Policy in the UK's Radiocommunications Agency was elected Vice Chairman of RSPG. Both gentlemen will assume their respective roles for a period of one year, after which Mr. Goddard will become Chairman pending confirmation. The outgoing Chairman will become Vice Chairman for half a period before a new Vice Chairman is elected.

In an address to RSPG (available on the RSPG website), Mr. Andersen expressed his thanks for the confidence and outlined a few principles which he intends to apply during his tenure as Chairman.

2. Nominations

Where appropriate, the Member States and the observers were asked to confirm their nominations for the RSPG through the Permanent Representations (observers: to the RSPG Secretariat) by 10 October 2003, after which a list of names of RSPG members and observers will be made publicly available at the RSPG web-site by mid-October.

3. Rules of Procedure

The procedural provisions in the Commission Decision establishing the Radio Spectrum Policy Group (2002/622/EC) will govern the work of the RSPG, which are further specified in the provisional Rules of Procedure (RSPG03-12) drawn up by the RSPG Secretariat. Comments on the provisional Rules of Procedure should be sent to the RSPG Secretariat and will be reviewed at a later RSPG meeting.

4. Work Programme

Based on a document prepared by the Commission for RSPG#1, RSPG discussed a work programme to become an indicative list of radio spectrum policy issues on the basis of which the RSPG shall select specific activities to be pursued (e.g. development and adoption of RSPG Opinions). The Chairman recalled that RSPG should only consider issues within its remit, i.e. issues of policy and strategic relevance. The RSPG Secretariat was asked to prepare a revised work programme document reflecting the views and comments by the Chairman and RSPG members. The work programme shall be made publicly available on the RSPG web-site and shall be open to comments (completeness, assessment of urgency of individual items, etc.). 

In the light of comments received and on the basis of its own assessment, RSPG will regularly update the work programme at subsequent meetings.

5. Commission requests for Opinions

In order to facilitate its operation, RSPG agreed to establish where necessary subgroups as temporary working groups tasked with a clear mandate and operational within a specified time frame with the objective to deliver reports to the RSPG, on the basis of which RSPG Opinions shall be adopted. Document RSPG03-18 (available on the RSPG web site) explains how such subgroups would operate in organisational terms and how the objectives of openness, transparency and consultation would be met. 

The Commission submitted to RSPG three Requests for Opinions (RfO):

· RfO on Secondary Trading of rights to use radio spectrum (document RSGPG03-13). It was decided to create a subgroup. Mr. Guus Broesterhuizen, Deputy Director General Telecommunications and Postal Affairs (Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs) was elected Chairman. Members and observers are requested to manifest their interest in participating in the subgroup to the Chairman by 26 September 2003.

· RfO on spectrum implications of broadcasting digital switch-over (document RSPG03-14). It was decided to create a subgroup. Mr. Nils Gunnar Billinger, Director General (Post & Telestyrelsen, Sweden) was elected Chairman. Members and observers are requested to manifest their interest in participating in the subgroup to the Chairman by 26 September 2003. In the context of this RfO, the Commission brought to the attention of RSPG a Commission Communication on the "Transition from analogue to digital broadcasting (from digital 'switchover' to analogue 'switch-off')" COM(2003)541 which is available under
 http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/telecoms/regulatory/digital_broadcasting/index_en.htm.
· RfO on the results and implications of WRC-03(document RSPG03-15). Rather than creating a subgroup at this stage, RSPG decided to regularly review the matter at subsequent RSPG meetings. The forthcoming Commission Communication on the results of WRC03 as well as the implications at EU level of WRC-07 will serve as a basis.

6. RSPG Website

A public web-site dedicated to RSPG activities has gone live on 19 September 2003 (http://rspg.groups.eu.int). This web-site will present the RSPG activities in a transparent manner and will be a tool for public consultations.

7. AOB
RSPG members are requested to verify the respective entries in the provisional table "Organisation of responsibilities in RSPG member countries with regard to radio spectrum policy and spectrum management (document RSPG03-16) and to provide the secretariat with updated information by 10 October 2003. Once finalised, the table shall be published on the RSPG web-site.

The Commission informed the RSPG about related activities:

· Workshops:

Workshop on spectrum implications of advanced wireless technologies, 
10 October 2003, Brussels (open workshop)
 http://www.cordis.lu/ist/directorate_d/cnt/pubar/wshop/wshop_101003.htm

Report on studies on Next Generation Networks, 14 October 2003, Brussels (open presentation event)

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/telecoms/regulatory/publiconsult/
index_en.htm


Workshop on Powerline Communication, 16 October 2003, Brussels (on invitation, further information: leo.koolen@cec.eu.int  or thierry.brefort@cec.eu.int  


Workshop on unsolicited Commercial Communications (Spam), 16 October 2003, Brussels, (open on registration):
 http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/telecoms/news/index_en.htm
· Commission studies related to RSPG activities:


"Conditions and Options in Introducing Secondary Trading of Radio Spectrum in the European Community", responsible: DG INFSO B4, study launched 16 September 2003 (duration: 8 months).  RSPG agreed to take advantage of this study for its own reflection process, re RfO above.


"Spectrum Management in the field of broadcasting", 6 May 2003 (duration 10 months).

RSPG took note of an update report by the Commission on the activities in the Radio Spectrum Committee.

8. Next meetings

RSPG#3 is scheduled to take place on 13 February 2004. 

Doc RSPG03-21 gives an overview of the schedule of RSC and RSPG meeting in 2004, which will be updated shortly. The dates of forthcoming meetings of RSPG are available on the RSPG web site.
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