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to the Radio Spectrum Policy Group
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on

Results of the World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 (WRC-03) in view of the WRC-07

1. Introduction

In accordance with Article 4 of the Commission Decision establishing the Radio Spectrum Policy Group (RSPG Decision) and with Article 6 of the provisional Rules of Procedure of the RSPG (document RSPG03-12), the Commission hereby requests the RSPG to develop and adopt an Opinion on the impact of the WRC-03 results and of  items on the agenda of WRC-07 in relation to EU policy objectives.

2. Objective

The main objective for the Commission to request an Opinion from RSPG is to ensure that the preparation of WRC-07 is appropriately accompanied by a reflection process at political level taking into account Community interests.

3. Context for the request for a RSPG Opinion

Besides the negotiated provisions to be incorporated in the Radio Regulations, each WRC conference also works out a draft agenda for the next WRC conference. This future agenda is subsequently formally endorsed by the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference and constitutes the reference for the preparatory work between WRCs.

WRC-03 was held from 9 June to 4 July 2003. It prepared a draft agenda for WRC-07, attachment 1.

The Spectrum Decision 676/2002/EC aims inter alia at ensuring the effective co-ordination of Community interests in international negotiations where radio spectrum use affects Community policies (Art.1.2..(d)). Art. 6. Calls for common policy objectives to be agreed, where necessary, to ensure Community co-ordination among Member States.

In preparing WRC-03, the Commission has adopted a Communication to the European Parliament and Council (COM(2003)183) which recalls the relevant policy objectives at Community level in the light of the negotiating items of the conference and identifies priority issues. A further Communication from the Commission analysing the results of WRC-03 is currently prepared which will constitute the starting point for the Commission to the preparation of WRC-07 over the next four years.

In requesting an opinion from RSPG on the agenda WRC-07, the Commission seeks advice on relevant broad policy objectives which need particular attention during the preparation process for WRC-07 and on steps necessary at Community level to ensure the development of coherent initial negotiation positions for WRC-07. 

The Commission seeks an opinion for RSPG on WRC-07 to validate its input to CEPT in charge of preparing WRC negotiations.

4. Tasks to be performed and issues to be addressed in the Opinion

In order to reach the objectives mentioned under point 2 above and in line with 6 (2) of the RSPG provisional Rules of Procedure the Members of the group are hereby invited to adopt an opinion:

· Analyse the results of WRC-03 in particular as for those negotiation items which from a Community perspective would require a follow up.

· Analyse the agenda of WRC-07 as drafted by WRC-03 with a view to reveal Community policies and interest are at stake at WRC-07, to conclude on priority objectives to be achieved at WRC-07 and to identify steps to be undertaking to prepare the negotiation positions for WRC-07.

5. Timing

· First discussion of this request for an opinion at RSPG#2 on 19 September 2003.

· RSPG#3 (1st quarter 2004): discussion on a first draft.

· RSPG#4 (2nd quarter 2004): adoption Opinion.

6. Organisation of work

In preparing its opinion, RSPG shall take into consideration:

· Communication of the Commission on the results of WRC-03 (adoption foreseen in Q3 2003).

· Results of a public workshop with the radio spectrum user constituency on the challenge of the WRC-07 agenda (workshop to be organised by the Commission as RSPG secretariat).

In accordance with Article 10 of the provisional Rules of Procedure of the RSPG, a working group may be established.
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