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1. Purpose of this paper

This paper is to report on Commission activities related to radio spectrum policy since the 4th meeting of RSPG on 18 June 2004. The paper includes only activities which have a relevance to RSPG's scope of responsibilities, in particular activities which may influence priorities in the RSPG work programme.

2. RSC-related activities

The 9th meeting of the Radio Spectrum Committee was held on 29 September 2004. Since the last RSPG meeting the following initiatives have been addressed:

· Short Range Devices. In the context of the mandate to CEPT (RSCOM04-07) concerning the further harmonisation of spectrum use and improved management of access to spectrum for thos edevices, the RSC has been presented an interim report (RSCOM04-47). Following this report, the Commission questioned the adequacy of the work achieved with regards the initial objectives of the mandate. The RSC therefore asked the CEPT to clarify its position on whether the strategic dimension (innovation-friendliness, legal certainty, simplifications, flexibility) had been adequately addressed or require further investigation. In addition the CEPT has been tasked to look at incorporating the requirements for ultra low power active medical implants (ULP_AMI) in the overall framework for SRD spectrum.
· Ultra-Wide Band (UWB). The CEPT has delivered its first progress report (RSCOM04-47). This is a complex issue requiring that the overall benefits of UWB-enabled applications will be maximised while ensuring the adequate protection of radio services. A further report is expected for the next RSC in December.
· Automotive Short Range Radar (SRR).  A Commission decision harmonising the spectrum in the 79 GHz band for SRR was adopted. Regarding the solution in the 24 GHz, the CEPT emphasised during the last RSC meeting that the compromise solution achieved to date is a delicate balance embedding all the various issues (penetration rate, reference date and automatic deactivation) in a compromise that should not be reopened. Administrations raised concerns on the protection of various radio services operating in the 24 GHz. As some delegations were questioning the feasibility to adopt a Commission Decision and to have it enter into force by the end of 2004 as originally foreseen, it was agreed to try to decouple both steps to gain a few more months for working out detailed implementation conditions (e.g. on gathering monitoring data), while setting the desired signal by adopting the core decision before the end of the year. The synchronisation of the necessary standardisation work by ETSI was also discussed.

After having received further written comments from Member States, the Commission intends to launch a written procedure for regulatory opinion later in October. Its objective to adopt this Decision by the end of the year was maintained, if consensus on a compromise text could be found.

· Public Protection / Disaster Relief (PPDR): Answers to a questionnaire aiming to investigate the effective harmonisation of radio spectrum for emergency services (so-called “PPDR” uses) in Europe have been compiled. After further validation by administrations, the results will be published. These findings will be used as an input to seek operational guidance on the needs of professional emergency services, notably on whether further efforts on spectrum harmonisation are needed. The matter will therefore be referred to representative emergency and civil protection groups in the EU, such as the European Forum of Emergency Communications Officials currently being set up by the Commission. Frequency aspects will be revisited at an appropriate point in time according to operational needs identified by this and other groups.
· Reuse of ERMES harmonised band (RSCOM04-52). CEPT has identified six potential applications to share the ERMES band, amongst them Assistive Listening Devices for the hard-of-hearing.  However, the Hear-It association, representing this constituency, had made representations to the Commission, to the effect that the solution prepared by CEPT was insufficient to cover this constituency’s needs. As a conclusion, the CEPT was therefore asked to consider as a matter of urgency how to proceed to address the requirements raised by the hard-of-hearing constituency, whether within the ERMES band or in other bands, and to report on progress at the next RSC. 
· Reuse of the frequency bands formerly used for the Terrestrial Flight Telephone System (TFTS) The CEPT has been issued with a mandate (RSCOM04-47) and work is ongoing with a target date of June 2005. The objective of this initiative is similar to the one on ERMES.  
· Radio area local networks (RLAN). The CEPT has submitted a draft final report on harmonised conditions of use for RLAN in the 5 GHz band. There is a need to ensure the compatibility of the proposed ECC decision with the EC regulatory framework. The Commission has been consulting internally, and hold a meeting with interested administrations to propose changes to the wording of the ECC Decision.
· IMT 2000/UMTS
RSC acknowledged that the work on the relevant mandate (CEPT interim report, RSCOM04-48) is progressing well, although it appeared that work pursuant to this Mandate was raising contentious issues of a more generic nature, notably on the amount of “flexibility” required in this type of regulation, and the wider issue of “technology neutrality”. The Commission and CEPT are currently addressing both of these issues.

The issue is also relevant to the discussion of part of the core IMT-2000 frequency band (2010-2025 MHz), where there are national proposals to introduce more flexible usage conditions than so far foreseen by existing ECC Decisions. This matter will be reconsidered at the next RSC meeting on the basis of written comments by delegations on the Commission proposal and the feedback from PT1.

3. Other Commission-related  activities

Also of relevance to RSPG, the following activities showed progress during the last five months: 

Power Line Communications (PLC)  
A proposal for a Commission recommendation on broadband communications through powerlines is being prepared in the Communications Committee and should be adopted soon by the Commission. It aims at encouraging transparent, proportionate and non discriminatory conditions for the deployment of powerline communications systems and removal of inappropriate regulatory barriers while meeting the electromagnetic compatibility obligations of the EMC Directive 89/336 to preserve normal use of radio spectrum.

Secondary trading study. The public workshop following the secondary trading study undertaken by Analysys, Hartson & Hogan and dotEcon  took place on July 15. In addition there have been some subsequent submissions by stakeholders which can be found on the Commission’s spectrum policy website. The general tone of the submissions has been tentatively favourable to the introduction of secondary trading and there is a clear recognition of the European dimension, but only very limited support for Community legislation imposing such the introduction of secondary trading, as proposed by the consultants. 
4. Communication to the European Parliament and the European Council on Radio Spectrum Policy in the European Union - First annual report.

This Communication was adopted and it is expected that the Council of Ministers of December 2004 will address it in the formal Conclusions.
*  *  *
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