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1. Introduction

Following earlier agreement in RSPG to develop an Opinion on Community policy objectives for the ITU World Radiocommunication Conference WRC-07, the RSPG Secretariat prepared a background document outlining the relationships between EU policies and specific agenda items of WRC-07 (RSPG04-33 rev1) and used it for the launch of a public consultation on priorities and policy objectives for the Community in the WRC. The public consultation opened on April 14th, 2004 and closed on May 21st, 2004.  RSPG#4 decided to extend the public consultation deadline to October 22nd, 2004, in order to allow for further replies to be received. 
This document briefly provides some information on the consultation and on the proposed way forward on this Opinion.
2. Overview of Respondents 

There were in all fifteen respondents to the consultation. They were:

· Bouygues Telecom

· EICTA (European Industry Association for ICT and Consumer Electronics 

· ETNO (European Telecommunications Network Operators' Association)
· Eurocontrol (SFCG - Spectrum and Frequency Consultation Group)

· France Telecom

· IA 450 (International 450 Association)

· Qualcomm Inc.
· Retevision and Tradia

· Siemens AG
· TIM (Telecom Italia Mobile) SpA 

· UMTS Forum
· Vodafone

· GSM Europe

· ESA

· OSI (Open Spectrum International)

Respondents can be subdivided into the following categories:

1. Telecom operators/manufacturers – 11 responses
2. Broadcasters – 1 response
3. Aviation – 1 response
4. Space – 1 response
5. Spectrum think-tank – 1 response
While the cellular mobile sector is still over-represented in the responses received, a number of other communities concerned by the conference are now also covered, while some other sectors have not responded at all to the public consultation, such as the radio astronomy and maritime sectors.
3. Preliminary analysis of Consultation and way forward
A number of interesting messages were apparent from the responses received in the early part of the consultation, notably that:

· there is clear support for both the CEPT detailed preparation and negotiation process and the EC policy-focussed support to this process;

· the current and future involvement of RSPG in WRC-07 preparations is  welcomed.

On specific sectors, the following points merged:

· the search for additional frequencies for, and the protection of spectrum already available to advanced mobile systems will be critical issues at the conference; 
· with regards to aviation, it is seeking support for a favourable outcome on a number of essential spectrum topics for this sector;

· broadcasting interests explicitly express the warning that there will be no “digital dividend” to be discussed at future conferences;

Furthermore, new consultation responses indicated:

· the importance for passive scientific services to be protected from unwanted emissions of active services, in particular regarding Earth observation measurements falling under the GMES initiative;
· the wish by some to push for a significant extension in the “commons” model of spectrum management to cater for the escalating needs of licence-free short-range devices. 

4.   Suggestions for the Next Steps Forward
There is a continuing lack of balance in the number of responses received, despite the extension of the closing date of the public consultation. Therefore, it would not be appropriate to draw detailed conclusions from the responses received beyond those identified in the previous section, as the WRC requirements of one sector would risk being over-emphasised to the detriment of other communities.  

In order for RSPG to continue developing at an early stage Community policy objectives to accompany the European technical preparations for WRC-07, the results of this public consultation will be validated and further refined at next year’s EC-CEPT workshop which is usually held at the beginning of the World Radio Conference preparation, to draw out some possible main themes concerning EC policy objectives. Pending final confirmation, the workshop date is expected to be March 11th, 2004 in Brussels,. 
The target date for the RSPG Opinion on WRC-07 remains the same, with a draft Opinion document prepared by the RSPG secretariat to be discussed and possibly finalised at RSPG#7 in June 2005.  This document will then be provided to CEPT for early policy guidance aimed to assist it in streamlining and prioritising its technical-regulatory preparations, and will also be used by the European Commission to prepare its customary Communication to Council and European Parliament on EC goals for WRC-07, tentatively expected during year 2006.     
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