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1. Purpose of this paper

This paper is to report on Commission activities related to radio spectrum policy since the last meeting of RSPG on 13 February 2004. The paper includes only activities which have a relevance to RSPG's scope of responsibilities, in particular activities which may influence priorities in the RSPG work programme.

Please note that this document was elaborated on 25 May 2004 and that subsequent events, including RSC #8
 have not been included. There may be further contributions, either written or orally at the meeting. 

2. RSC-related activities

The 7th meeting of the Radio Spectrum Committee was held on 3 March 2004. The following initiatives were addressed:

· Approval of a mandate to CEPT (RSCOM04-07) concerning the harmonisation of spectrum use for Short Range Devices (SRDs). With this mandate, the Commission intends to encourage the CEPT in its efforts towards harmonising conditions of spectrum usage for the many types of SRD equipment and at the same time reinforce the legal framework for “Class 1” equipment under the R&TTE Directive.

· Approval of a mandate to CEPT concerning the harmonisation of conditions of use of UWB (Ultra-Wide Band) devices in the EU (RSCOM04-08). The overall aim of the mandate is for CEPT to carry out all required technical compatibility work while duly considering all Community policies and initiatives potentially affected by this technology. The time schedule aims to provide a focus for adequate progress on regulating the introduction of new UWB-enabled equipment in the EU, to address the requirements of industry on this matter, while adequately protecting other radio-based systems.

· Short Range Radar (SRR). The policy objective of this dossier is to enable the timely validation of active road safety systems on the market, as part of the Commission’s eSafety initiative. Pursuant to a Commission mandate, CEPT is in the process of finalising the technical sharing studies to determine a permanent band for SRR at 79 GHz and to develop conditions for a temporary usage of SRR at 24 GHz.  Other parts of this dossier were also discussed with Member States at RSC #7, notably the provision of legal certainty concerning the two bands in question via the development of spectrum harmonisation Decisions by the Commission, as well as standardisation activities, a monitoring and review process during SRR deployment, and an industry self-commitment to support and abide by the terms of the overall agreement 

· The RSC supported that the Commission launch a questionnaire (RSCOM04-12) in March on the “Status of Radio Spectrum Harmonisation for the Emergency Services (PPDR) in the European Union” as follow-up activity to WRC-03, where harmonised spectrum for broadband PPDR applications was identified for some regions of the world. The Commission wishes to establish the degree of actual harmonisation achieved for narrow-band PPDR systems on the basis of ERC Decision 96(03) in the 380 - 385 MHz and 390 - 395 MHz frequency bands. A preliminary analysis of the responses will be discussed in the RSC#8, and will be used to seek a coherent definition of functional requirements in this matter from emergency services in the EU.

· Progress of ERMES harmonised band (RSCOM04-10; RSCOM04-11). Following a delay in the work of the CEPT, the Commission requested the preparation of a progress report for the RSC#8 meeting in June, and to complete the final deliverable by September 2004.  The overall aim is to find more effective uses for the band formerly harmonised for the ERMES paging service.

· Proposal for a mandate to reuse the frequency bands formerly used for the Terrestrial Flight Telephone System (TFTS) (RSCOM04-16): The objective of this initiative is similar to the one on ERMES and is also a follow-up to WRC-03, as discussed in RSPG #3. First draft for a mandate to CEPT was presented at RSC #7. A revised draft mandate will be submitted to the RSC for adoption by advisory procedure at RSC#8.  
· Use of the 450 MHz band for PAMR. The RSC concluded (RSCOM04-17) that there was no need for technical implementation measures regarding the use of the 450MHz band for PAMR, but noted that Community competition rules and the provisions of the new communications regulatory framework would have to be adhered to. Relevant aspects were referred to the COCOM (Communications Committee).
· Status of the Mandate to CEPT on R-LANs issued by the Commission as a follow up of WRC-03 concerning the use of the 5 GHz bands for RLANs. The related work is ongoing within the CEPT and it is expected to obtain the necessary results leading to the harmonised implementation within the Community by November 2004.
3. Other Commission-related  activities

Also of relevance to RSPG, the following activities showed progress during the last three months: 

Community Policy Regarding RRC-04: The two key objectives adopted as a recommendation by the RSPG at its meeting of February 13 (RSPG04-32) have been taken onboard by the Commission. As a result, the Commission sent a formal request to Administrations and CEPT to support these objectives throughout the negotiations and to report on any issues regarding the implementation of these guidelines by the EU delegates to the RRC-04.
Power Line Communications (PLC). The Commission has presented a draft Recommendation to the COCOM under Art. 19 of the Framework Directive to set out transitional measures to allow for a gradual and controlled deployment of new PLC broadband telecommunication networks, while ensuring protection of the use of radio spectrum. While there was agreement on the need for coordination at the meeting of 12 May, there were diverging opinions within COCOM on the specificities of the draft Recommendation. The Commission intends to work with concerned authorities to broker a compromise. 

Secondary trading study. The secondary trading study is finalised and the final report is now available to the public on the following Commission’s website:

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/radio_spectrum/index_en.htm 
The findings of the study and their implications for policy development will be debated in a public workshop scheduled for 15 July 2004. 
4. Communication to the European Parliament and the European Council on Radio Spectrum Policy in the European Union - First annual report.

This Communication is currently undergoing internal Commission inter-service consultation, and its adoption is tentatively planned for the end of June 2004. The main purpose of this report is to inform the European Parliament and Council of the achievements so far in relation to the implementation of the Radio Spectrum Decision (676/2002/EC). The report will also be an opportunity to explain to the institutions the next substantive issues and challenges planned to be addressed in the context of EU radio spectrum policy.

*  *  *

� 	To take place in Brussels on 3 June 2004.
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