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Information note from Chairman to RSPG Members 
At the second RSPG meeting it was agreed that the request by the European Commission to the RSPG for an Opinion on the Results of the World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 (WRC-03) in view of the WRC-07 (document RSPG03-15) should be dealt with by the RSPG itself, i.e. no need to establish a subgroup.

In order to respond to the Request for an Opinion, the RSPG is requested to:

1. establish agreement on those follow-up issues from WRC-03 which require further action, and 

2. exchange first views on the preliminary set of WRC-07 agenda items which the Commission has identified as potentially significant for the implementation of EU policies.  

As a starting point for this exchange, the Commission Communication to the Council and the European Parliament on the results of WRC-03, COM(2003)707 adopted on 19 November 2003, is attached (annex 1).

1. Implementation of WRC-03 results in the EU

As mentioned in COM(2003)707 (attached, annex 1), the Commission has identified several results of WRC-03 where a coordinated implementation across the European Union would benefit various Community policies.  Since this activity essentially concerns technical implementing measures in the sense of the Radio Spectrum Decision, the Commission has raised the following issues with the Radio Spectrum Committee:

· Harmonisation of RLAN systems at 5 GHz:  a mandate from the Commission to CEPT has been finalised at RSC#6 and forwarded to CEPT. The mandate requires CEPT to undertake all necessary technical work to harmonise these systems, with a deadline of November 2004. The Commission is also considering possible activities on other licence-free Wireless Access Systems (WAS) discussed in WRC-03.

· Coordinated re-identification of TFTS bands:  RSC#6 agreed to consider the harmonised re-use of the bands until now identified in Europe for Terrestrial Flight Telephone Systems, but with poor uptake.  The Commission will present a paper and a draft mandate to CEPT on this subject at RSC#7 (March 3rd. 2004).

· Public Protection and Disaster Relief: the Commission intends to request the Member States at RSC#7 to provide information regarding the implementation of the current bands identified for PPDR in Europe (ERC Decision 96-03), with a view to consider options to ensure a degree of harmonisation sufficient to assist the Civil Protection framework being developed in the Community.

Besides these new RSC activities, a further two issues addressed in WRC-03 are already being dealt with at EU level:

· Galileo: the Galileo Joint Undertaking has been created to prepare the operational phase of the programme. It is expected to be given full access  rights to the frequencies filed at the ITU by various European administrations. These administrations, the Commission and the European Space Agency are currently participating in relevant ITU RNSS coordination meetings. 
· Extension band of IMT-2000: the protection criteria for IMT-2000 from BSS systems agreed at WRC-03 are being taken into account in the channelling work carried out by CEPT pursuant to a mandate from the Commission (UMTS Mandate 5).

Members of the Group are invited to comment on the above, and as to whether additional measures ought to be considered in the Community to implement the results of WRC-03.
2. Community Policy Objectives for WRC-07
The agenda for WRC-07 (attached, see annex 2) has been set by the previous conference and is expected to be approved essentially unchanged by the ITU Council.  Similarly to previous conferences, and as confirmed by the Radio Spectrum Decision, the Commission intends to ensure that the Community’s interests are adequately fostered in the WRC-07 negotiations.  It will do so notably by identifying the Community policy objectives at stake at the conference and by obtaining political support for them by the Council of Ministers before the conference.  

To prepare its positions, the Commission wishes to undertake several activities before WRC-07.  A public consultation and one or more open workshops will be organised, in order to make the European preparations more open and transparent. The Commission has also requested the RSPG for its Opinion (RSPG 03-30) on the common priorities for the European Community at WRC-07, and for the objectives which should be set to the European negotiators at the conference working under the aegis of CEPT.

The Communication on the results of WRC-03 provides a first overview of issues on the WRC-07 agenda which could be of relevance to the achievement of Community policies.   In view of the preparation of the activities mentioned above and in order to assist in the early development of consensus within the CEPT technical groups concerning the overall goals for Europe at the conference, the RSPG members ought to have an initial discussion on the WRC-07 agenda, and notably to confront their first ideas on:

· the agenda items which potentially can have a significant impact on common European policies and on important pan-European industrial sectors;

· the broad objectives which Europe could set itself for these agenda items, bearing in mind that many technical constraints are not yet clarified, and the fact that non-European interests may not support such objectives during the negotiations;

· whether there may be a need for a specific policy arbitrage between the contrasting requirements of different Community policies during the WRC-07 negotiations;

· how to effectively promote at the conference and within ITU the spectrum arrangements selected by Europe in other regions of the world, in order to benefit from lower barriers to trade and greater economies of scale; 

· the generic strategy approaches before and during the conference for European delegations to optimise the possibilities to obtain the above-identified common European objectives. 

Members of the Group are invited to reflect internally and to present their early views concerning the issues listed above.
Timetable

RSPG#3 (February 13th 2004)

· In order to encourage a substantive discussion at the meeting, the Commission presents to the RSPG its Communication on the results of WRC-03.  

· In so far as agreement is reached on the follow-up issues and related actions from WRC-03 at the RSPG #3 meeting, a document reflecting an RSPG opinion supporting these actions will be produced.

· Agree on the principles for approaching WRC-07 (i.e. the five bullets mentioned in section 2 above).

· Regarding the development of common priorities for WRC-07, discuss and endorse as a starting point the preliminary analysis made in the Commission Communication on issues of relevance in the EU context.
· The RSPG meeting should also agree to undertake a public consultation on issues to be negotiated at WRC-07, which are relevant in the context of EU policies, by publishing a background document on the RSPG homepage. Deadline for comments: 15 May 2004.

RSPG#4 (June 18th 2004)
· The RSPG secretariat presents the results from the public consultation. A discussion will be held in order to evaluate the comments received and consider whether any adjustment is required. The RSPG should agree on a preliminary set of priorities and policy goals for WRC-07.

· Before the November meeting of the RSPG, a first CEPT-EU public workshop on WRC with the spectrum users should be organised by the Commission in collaboration with CEPT.  Tentative dates already discussed with CEPT are for the last week of October or the first week of November. By this time, many technical and regulatory issues will have been clarified in the various expert groups of the ITU and of CEPT.

RSPG#5 (November 19th 2004)
· The RSPG secretariat presents a written report from the CEPT-EU workshop on WRC-07.

· The RSPG should then approve an RSPG Opinion identifying the EU policy objectives for WRC-07 based on its internal analysis over the course of the year, but also on the public consultation and on any further input from the CEPT-EU public workshop on WRC.  This document would then be transmitted to CEPT as early policy guidance to assist in the development of consensual negotiating positions (ECPs) within CPG and to support the achievement of Community policy objectives.  

Future RSPG Activities

· Beyond 2004, it is expected that the RSPG would continue following the progress of the technical work within CEPT, by receiving regular reports in this respect, with a view to optimise and prioritise policy objectives in the light of negotiating developments within and outside Europe.  Furthermore, modifications in EU policies over the time of preparation for WRC-07 would also be taken into account. 

· The RSPG’s action will enable the Commission to finalise the development of Community policy objectives in good time for the WRC-07 conference, including a first identification of those issues important to Europe which ought to be addressed by a future conference agenda (WRC-10).    

Annex 1 (WRC COM)

Annex 2 WRC-07 agenda 

resolution  802 [com7/A]  (wrc‑03)

Agenda for the 2007 World Radiocommunication Conference

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

considering

a)
that, in accordance with No. 118 of the Convention, the general scope of the agenda for a world radiocommunication conference should be established four to six years in advance and a final agenda shall be established by the Council two years before the conference;

b)
Article 13 of the Constitution relating to the competence and scheduling of world radiocommunication conferences and Article 7 of the Convention relating to their agendas;

c)
the relevant Resolutions and Recommendations of previous world administrative radio conferences (WARCs) and world radiocommunication conferences (WRCs),

recognizing

a)
that this Conference has identified a number of urgent issues requiring further examination by WRC‑07;

b)
that, in preparing this agenda, many items proposed by administrations could not be included and have had to be deferred to future conference agendas,

resolves

to recommend to the Council that a world radiocommunication conference be held in 2007 for a period of four weeks, with the following agenda:

1
on the basis of proposals from administrations, taking account of the results of WRC‑03 and the Report of the Conference Preparatory Meeting, and with due regard to the requirements of existing and future services in the bands under consideration, to consider and take appropriate action with respect to the following items:
1.1
requests from administrations to delete their country footnotes or to have their country name deleted from footnotes, if no longer required, in accordance with Resolution 26 (Rev.WRC‑97);

1.2
to consider allocations and regulatory issues related to the Earth exploration-satellite (passive) service, space research (passive) service and the meteorological satellite service in accordance with Resolutions 746 [COM7/8] (WRC‑03) and 742 [COM5/3] (WRC‑03);

1.3
in accordance with Resolution 747 [COM7/9] (WRC‑03), consider upgrading the radiolocation service to primary allocation status in the bands 9 000-9 200 MHz and 9 300-9 500 MHz and extending by up to 200MHz the existing primary allocations to the Earth exploration-satellite service (active) and the space research service (active) in the band 9 500-9 800 MHz without placing undue constraint on the services to which the bands are allocated;

1.4
to consider frequency-related matters for the future development of IMT‑2000 and systems beyond IMT‑2000 taking into account the results of ITU‑R studies in accordance with Resolution 228 (Rev.WRC‑03);

1.5
to consider spectrum requirements and possible additional spectrum allocations for aeronautical telecommand and high bit-rate aeronautical telemetry, in accordance with Resolution 230 [COM7/5] (WRC‑03);
1.6
to consider additional allocations for the aeronautical mobile (R) service in parts of the bands between 108 MHz and 6 GHz, in accordance with Resolution 414 [COM7/6] (WRC‑03) and, to study current satellite frequency allocations, that will support the modernization of civil aviation telecommunication systems, taking into account Resolution 415 [COM7/7] (WRC‑03);

1.7
to consider the results of ITU-R studies regarding sharing between the mobile-satellite service and the space research service (passive) in the band 1 668-1 668.4 MHz, and between the mobile-satellite service and the mobile service in the band 1 668.4-1 675 MHz in accordance with Resolution 744 [COM5/12] (WRC‑03);
1.8
to consider the results of ITU-R studies on technical sharing and regulatory provisions for the application of high altitude platform stations operating in the bands 27.5-28.35 GHz and 31‑31.3 GHz in response to Resolution 145 [COM5/17] (WRC‑03), and for high altitude platform stations operating in the bands 47.2-47.5 GHz and 47.9-48.2 GHz in response to Resolution 122 (Rev.WRC‑03);

1.9
to review the technical, operational and regulatory provisions applicable to the use of the band 2 500-2 690 MHz by space services in order to facilitate sharing with current and future terrestrial services without placing undue constraint on the services to which the band is allocated;

1.10
to review the regulatory procedures and associated technical criteria of Appendix 30B without any action on the allotments, the existing systems or the assignments in the List of Appendix 30B;

1.11
to review sharing criteria and regulatory provisions for protection of terrestrial services, in particular terrestrial television broadcasting services, in the band 620-790 MHz from BSS networks and systems, in accordance with Resolution 545 [COM4/5] (WRC‑03);

1.12
to consider possible changes in response to Resolution 86 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference: “Coordination and notification procedures for satellite networks” in accordance with Resolution 86 [COM4/10] (WRC‑03);
1.13
taking into account Resolutions 729 (WRC‑97), 351 [COM4/2] (WRC‑03) and 544 [COM4/11] (WRC‑03), to review the allocations to all services in the HF bands between 4 MHz and 10 MHz, excluding those allocations to services in the frequency range 7 000-7 200 kHz and those bands whose allotment plans are in Appendices 25, 26 and 27 and whose channelling arrangements are in Appendix 17, taking account of the impact of new modulation techniques, adapting control techniques and the spectrum requirements for HF broadcasting;

1.14
to review the operational procedures and requirements of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) and other related provisions of the Radio Regulations, taking into account Resolutions 331 (Rev.WRC‑03) and 342 (Rev.WRC‑2000) and the continued transition to the GMDSS, the experience since its introduction, and the needs of all classes of ships;

1.15
to consider a secondary allocation to the amateur service in the frequency band 135.7‑137.8 kHz;

1.16
to consider the regulatory and operational provisions for Maritime Mobile Service Identities (MMSIs) for equipment other than shipborne mobile equipment, taking into account Resolutions 344 (Rev.WRC‑03) and 353 [COM4/4] (WRC‑03);

1.17
to consider the results of ITU-R studies on compatibility between the fixed-satellite service and other services around 1.4 GHz, in accordance with Resolution 745 [COM5/14] (WRC‑03);

1.18
to review pfd limits in the band 17.7-19.7 GHz for satellite systems using highly inclined orbits, in accordance with Resolution 141 [COM4/23] (WRC‑03);

1.19
to consider the results of the ITU-R studies regarding spectrum requirement for global broadband satellite systems in order to identify possible global harmonized FSS frequency bands for the use of Internet applications, and consider the appropriate regulatory/technical provisions, taking also into account No. 5.BC03 of the Radio Regulations;

1.20
to consider the results of studies, and proposals for regulatory measures, if appropriate, regarding the protection of the Earth exploration-satellite service (passive) from unwanted emissions of active services in accordance with Resolution 738 [COM4/14] (WRC‑03);

1.21
to consider the results of studies, regarding the compatibility between the radio astronomy service and the active space services in accordance with Resolution 740 [COM4/17] (WRC-03), in order to review and update, if appropriate, the tables of threshold levels used for consultation that appear in the Annex to Resolution 739 [COM4/15] (WRC‑03);

2
to examine the revised ITU-R Recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations communicated by the Radiocommunication Assembly, in accordance with Resolution 28 (Rev.WRC‑03), and to decide whether or not to update the corresponding references in the Radio Regulations, in accordance with principles contained in the Annex to Resolution 27 (Rev.WRC‑03);

3
to consider such consequential changes and amendments to the Radio Regulations as may be necessitated by the decisions of the Conference;

4
in accordance with Resolution 95 (Rev.WRC‑03), to review the Resolutions and Recommendations of previous conferences with a view to their possible revision, replacement or abrogation;

5
to review, and take appropriate action on, the Report from the Radiocommunication Assembly submitted in accordance with Nos. 135 and 136 of the Convention;

6
to identify those items requiring urgent action by the Radiocommunication Study Groups in preparation for the next world radiocommunication conference;

7
in accordance with Article 7 of the Convention:

7.1
to consider and approve the Report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau:

–
on the activities of the Radiocommunication Sector since WRC‑03;

–
on any difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations; and 

–
on action in response to Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC‑2000);

7.2
to recommend to the Council items for inclusion in the agenda for the next WRC, and to give its views on the preliminary agenda for the subsequent conference and on possible agenda items for future conferences, taking into account Resolution 803 [COM7/B] (WRC‑03),

further resolves

to activate the Conference Preparatory Meeting and the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters,

invites the Council

to finalize the agenda and arrange for the convening of WRC‑07, and to initiate as soon as possible the necessary consultations with Member States,

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

to make the necessary arrangements to convene meetings of the Conference Preparatory Meeting and to prepare a report to WRC‑07,

instructs the Secretary-General

to communicate this Resolution to international and regional organizations concerned.



