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Commission activities related to radio spectrum policy

1. Purpose of this paper

This paper is to report on recent Commission activities related to radio spectrum policy which have a direct or indirect link with RSPG's scope of responsibilities. It includes in particular activities which may influence priorities in the RSPG work programme.

2. RSC-related activities

At its 6th meeting on 10 December 2003, the Radio Spectrum Committee adopted the following initiatives:

· to develop a generic regulatory approach to strengthen the Internal Market for Short Range Devices (SRDs) and to propose a general CEPT mandate to identify and prioritise further harmonisation of frequencies for SRDs on  a EU level. This initiative raises the important issues of co-ordinating approaches for license-exempt use of spectrum resources and facilitating innovation by improving the spectrum management environment for new entrants. [Please refer to RSPG Work Programme items (5), (15)]

· to launch a mandate to CEPT concerning the harmonisation of the use of the 5 GHz bands for next-generation RLAN systems in order to facilitate the provision of broadband services within the European Union. [Please refer to RSPG Work Programme items (1), (16)]

· to issue a Mandate to CEPT on the development of harmonised conditions of use for ultra-wideband devices in the European Union. [Please refer to RSPG Work Programme items (9), (15)]



One of the first practical applications for UWB is the Automotive Short Range Radar (SRR) for which the Commission has proposed early on a specific approach for allowing car manufacturers to begin operations in a suitable time frame. The progress of this approach (a "package" including a CEPT Mandate to determine final bands for SRR and to develop conditions for a temporary usage at 24 GHz, an Industry self-commitment to refrain to use the 24GHz band after a sunset date, a detailed proposal for the legal basis of the planned spectrum decision(s), standardisation requirements, and a strategy to monitor interference) was also discussed with Member States at the meeting. [Please refer to RSPG Work Programme item (4)]

· to proceed with the implementation of agreed modalities to increase synergies between EU-funded research & development activities and spectrum policy. [Please refer to RSPG Work Programme item (9)]

· to initiate discussions between Administrations and the Commission regarding a possible common definition of market for PAMR services, in particular with a view to be able to distinguish these services from 3G services. [Please refer to RSPG Work Programme item (1)]

· The RSC also took note of the Commission's intention to explore policy objectives for WRC-07 in the RSPG. [Please refer to RSPG Work Programme item (16)]

3. Other Commission-related  activities

Also of relevance to RSPG, the following activities showed progress during the last three months: 

Power Line Communications (PLC): following the regulatory workshop on power line communications held on 16 October 2003, the Commission:

· initiated work on a Recommendation under Art. 19 of the Framework Directive to set out transitional measures to allow for a gradual and controlled deployment of new broadband telecommunication networks, and PLC networks in particular;

· started the preparation of a formal request to ETSI and CENELEC to develop, as a transitional measure, the necessary technical documents and electromagnetic compatibility conditions to support the framework set by the Commission Recommendation and clarify such issues as measurement methodology;

· planned a further regulatory workshop to discuss a preliminary draft text of the Recommendation and standardisation issues. [Please refer to RSPG Work Programme item (1)]

Secondary trading study: following the launch of the study on "Conditions and Options in Introducing Secondary Trading of Radio Spectrum in the European Community", the Commission hosted a public workshop on spectrum trading on 11 December 2003. Approximately 160 participants from industry, public and private authorities dealing with radio spectrum policy have engaged in a fruitful discussion on radio spectrum and its management. The initial findings in the study were presented and discussed. [please refer to RSPG Work Programme item (10)]

4. Communication to the European Parliament and the European Council on Radio Spectrum Policy in the European Union - First annual report.

The preparation of this Communication has begun and its adoption is planned for end March 2004. The main purpose of this report is to inform the EP and Council of the achievements so far in relation to the implementation of the Radio Spectrum Decision (RSD). The report will also be an opportunity to explain to the institutions the next substantive issues and challenges planned to be addressed in the context of the RSD.
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