
Meeting Radio Spectrum Policy Group  - 19 September 2003
Address by Mr J.A. Andersen

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear colleagues,

First of all I would like to thank you all for the confidence you have shown me  - by electing me as chairman of the Radio Spectrum Policy Group. 

It is really a great honour for me personally and also a great challenge. But I will do my utmost to chair our meetings in a way which hopefully will lead to successful results in giving useful advice to the Commission.

Before we start our business I would like to make a few observations with regard to the role and remit of the Radio Spectrum Policy Group.

Let me first use this opportunity to once again congratulate the Commission with the establishment of the RSPG. I believe that the initiative taken by the Commission will prove to be an excellent platform to foster and elaborate strategies and policy approaches at Community level. I should also thank Mr. Colasanti, under whose chairmanship the RSPG has been put on the right track.

One very important element for us in this process is to keep the policy discussions at the appropriate level. That means that our discussions in this group should not be discussions on technical issues between technical experts. Instead it should be strategy and policy discussions by people who in their respective administrations are responsible for such affairs. That is what it is all about. 

So: It is important that the right people are nominated as members of this group and that a stable environment regarding membership is maintained. I will come back to this under the next item on the agenda.

Furthermore in our discussions we should avoid overlap with work which is the responsibility of other bodies dealing with frequency management issues.

Instead our main task - as I see it - will be to assist and advise the Commission in developing policy and strategic guidance. Guidance which i.a. can bring “added value” to the ongoing work in other bodies,such as the Radio Spectrum Committee, the CEPT and the EU institutions. Each of these bodies has a specific role to play. By focussing in the RSPG on policy and strategic issues, overlap with the activities of the CEPT for example will be avoided. Indeed, the RSPG should bridge the gap between EU policy-making and the spectrum management process.

Determining policies and setting the priorities for the use of the spectrum - be it at national or European level - is a challenging task.

What are the priorities? And which policy or strategic approach shall we take?

These are difficult questions, and I shall not claim that I can give the definite answers. I do not even think that this group can do this at its own merit. Co-operation with other relevant bodies concerned with radio spectrum will be needed.

But I am sure that the Radio Spectrum Policy Group can at least give very valuable contributions  to the establishment of a policy platform which is responsive to technological, market and regulatory developments in the area of radiocommunications. 

In this respect I find it of the utmost importance that we in our work ensure an open process, which allows all relevant stakeholders in an appropriate manner to be involved and contribute to the results which we achieve in our group. 

This is one of the important issues we will have to address later on today.

So in short - I guess my remarks can be summarised as follows:

· We should keep our discussions at an appropriate level.

· We should avoid overlap with other bodies.

· We should ensure that our work brings “added value”. 

· We should ensure that our work is done in an open and transparent manner.

I think I will stop here and propose that we start with our business.

