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Brussels, 13 May 2009,

RSPG calls for an EU-wide coordinated approach on digital dividend

The RSPG today adopted its draft opinion on Digital Dividend and a position paper on Wireless Broadband, key instruments for EU’s economic recovery and drivers of new and innovative services. The Group calls for an EU-wide coordinated approach on digital dividend and urges the Commission to act swiftly. Any EU initiative should be undertaken based on the guiding principles of service and technology neutrality and harmonised standards. 
In its recommendation to the Commission adopted today in plenary  in Brussels, the Radio Spectrum Policy Group (RSPG), which brings together Member States’ national spectrum regulators, called on EU policy-makers to adopt a coordinated approach on the digital dividend at EU level no later than this year. 
Dániel Pataki, current Chairman of the RSPG, stated: “The digital dividend can be a key driver of innovation. If we are serious about seizing this unique opportunity for the EU’s growth, we must act now. Some coordination on the digital dividend is needed at EU level, while respecting the subsidiarity principle. Given the current political environment and technical constraints, we believe this is a realistic and achievable objective.” Members States wishing to take advantage of the digital dividend should target the so-called 800 MHz band, the RSPG found.
The radio spectrum frequencies to be freed up by the switch from analogue to digital broadcasting are called the “digital dividend”. This strategic cross-border, yet scarce resource, is a golden opportunity for Europe to spur growth and innovation in the ICT sector and the economy as a whole. The RSPG has been working in close cooperation with the European Commission on how the EU can make the best use of the spectrum made available and encourage companies to develop new and innovative technologies, services and equipment to the benefit of consumers. 
The RSPG draft opinion, to feed into the Commission’s work expected for the autumn, also sets out a number of overriding principles which should be encouraged by the Commission: service and technology neutrality (we should not pre-empt spectrum for any specific use), standards harmonisation (any harmonization of technical elements should be based on the results of the work carried out by the CEPT - the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations) and Member States coordination both within the EU and with non-EU neighboring countries.  “The RSPG recommends that the Commission gives further consideration, through a review process, to the merits of facilitating EU-wide long term availability of the 800 MHz band for mobile and fixed broadband applications. The RSPG is committed to helping the Commission take the right decision and assisting EU decision-makers throughout the process”, Pataki said. The RSPG draft opinion on the digital dividend will be submitted to public consultation. 

The RSPG also presented today its position paper on the related question of wireless broadband. “Wireless broadband, based on radio spectrum, is one of the most promising new services: it could help the EU economy recover while bridging the digital divide”, Pataki explained. The RSPG’s draft opinion underlines the need to make spectrum available below 1 GHz and warns the lack of spectrum should not prevent the deployment of broadband services: the report makes a number of suggestions to facilitate the prompt availability and use of frequencies. The position paper emphasises the importance of removing unnecessary restrictions on the use of spectrum that is already in use for services that include mobile broadband and of authorising the use of available spectrum promptly. The RSPG also points to the need of collecting reliable and comparable data on wireless broadband across the EU to be in position to make informed decisions. Finally, it warns public authorities not to distort competition by favouring one type of infrastructure over the others when subsidising the roll-out of new telecommunications networks.

In order to ensure a more coordinated representation of the EU in international spectrum discussions, the RSPG also adopted a draft Opinion on the coordination of EU spectrum interest. The Group also adopted its draft Report on the Joint RSPG/ERG activity which contributes to an increased cooperation between the RSPG and the European Regulators Group (ERG) bringing together the national telecommunications authorities.
All the documents will be uploaded shortly on the RSGP’s website: http://rspg.ec.europa.eu/meeting_documents/index_en.htm 
*****

Note to the editor:

The Radio Spectrum Policy Group (RSPG) was created by a European Commission Decision in 2002. Comprising the Commission and the spectrum authorities of the 27 EU Member States, the RSPG provides the Commission with advice on high level policy matters in relation to spectrum. Representatives of the EEA countries, the European Parliament and the regional and international bodies may attend as observers. Before being transmitted to the Commission, the RSPG’s expert opinions are submitted to public consultations of all spectrum users, both commercial and non-commercial, as well as any other interested stakeholders. The RSPG therefore constitutes a unique platform for Member States, the Commission and all relevant stakeholders to discuss and co-ordinate regulation of radio spectrum.
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